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Congratulations to Grant Recipients
9 Municipalities Receive Canopy Grants
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Prepping for new trees in Peacham, VT.

This summer the VT Urban & Community Forestry Program
awarded grants to nine Vermont municipalities through the
Communities Caring for Canopy Grant Program. Congratulations to
Barre, Essex Junction, Peacham, Sharon, South Burlington, and
Warren, recipients in the Caring for Canopy category, and to
Johnson, Thetford, and Wallingford for receiving grants in the
Canopy Mini category.
This funding will help these communities take the necessary actions
towards developing and sustaining a community‐wide tree program.
Specific activities supported through these grants include tree
plantings, tree maintenance, a tree inventory, a GIS‐based tree canopy
assessment, tree management plan development, and community
outreach around tree health and care. Click here for more information
on the Communities Caring for Canopy Grant Program.

Green Infrastructure Inititative
Moves Full Steam Ahead

Welcome Justin Kenney as he takes on the role of
the State's Green Infrastructure Coordinator. Justin
joined the Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) in February with the support of
the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation. His work focuses on implementing
the Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) Strategic
Plan, created in 2011 and which charts out a course to move from
traditional stormwater management practices of capture and convey to
green and sustainable systems that take nature's lead. The Initiative is
moving full steam ahead. Here are a few recent highlights:

CALENDAR
GreenWorks Summer
Meeting and Trade
Show
August 20
Shelburne Farms
Womens Tree
Climbing Workshop
September 20‐22
New Greenwich, RI
Low Impact
Development
October 4
White River Junction,
VT
Association of
Vermont Conservation
Commission's Annual
Meeting
October 5
Bradford, VT
Tree Stewards
Conference
October 26
Location TBA
Stay tuned for details.
Don't miss out on the
Hall of Horrors
contest!
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The development of four State Agency Green Stormwater
Infrastructure Implementation Work Plans that are a product of
the Governor signing Executive Order 06‐12 in 2012 that outlines
how individual agencies will embrace GSI practices;
Two very successful webinars highlighting the i‐Tree software
suite. Check them out on the Vermont GI Youtube Channel; and
A new Google Groups page to stay connected to the Initiative.
The Group is open to anyone who lives or works in Vermont and
has an interest in sustainable stormwater
management. Email Justin if you would like to join the
conversation.
Stay tuned for fall workshops, a series of informational factsheets, and
much more from Justin and the Initiative. Interested in learning more?
Check out the GI Website.

Up Close and Personal with EAB

Vermont foresters and volunteers travel to NY to see an
emerald ash borer infestation
by Caitlin Cusack, Vermont Forest Pest First Detector Coordinator
Rhonda Mace, Vermont's Forest Pest
Outreach and Survey Coordinator, stepped
off the bus in Vorheesville, NY and was
immediately struck by an adult Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB). Few of us have seen a live EAB
adult and even fewer have been hit by one;
the chances of which I thought were on par
with finding a needle in a haystack. But
here I was staring at the closest New York
EAB infestation and what I witnessed was
shocking: crowns thin from branch
dieback, trees riddled with S‐shaped larval
galleries and bark that had been flecked off
EAB gallaries and exit in strips by hungry woodpeckers. It's one
holes.
thing to see photos of ash trees killed by
EAB on the internet and quite another to
have it hit you, literally, in the face. Read more Up Close and Personal
with EAB .

5 Days, 10 Interns and 25 Miles

Interns Inventory Essex Junction Trees
In mid‐July ‐‐ during the hottest week
of the summer ‐‐ ten student interns
wearing orange vests and lathered in
sunscreen walked nearly all of the
streets in the Village of Essex Junction,
took inventory data on nearly 500 public
street trees, and identified close to 350
potential tree planting sites. After the
data was collected, the interns worked
with VT Urban & Community Forestry to produce a full report, create a
series of GIS maps, and present their findings to residents and
municipal employees of Essex Junction. Check out the interns' blog

ASK THE LEAGUE
Shade tree removal
along rural roads ‐ is
a public hearing
necessary?
Question to Vermont
League of Cities and
Towns (VLCT):
The road crew has
started summer
maintenance along
our town roads. The
maintenance
activities are
entirely within the
town's highway right
of way. As part of
this process, some
trees will be
removed.
Should we notify
landowners before
we take the trees
down?
See VLCT's response
on page 5 of their
July Newsletter
(PDF). We agree, hold
a hearing. Visit our
Tree Warden's
webpage .
FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

Municipal Planning
Grants (MPG)
Approximately $450,000
is available for MPGs in
2014 to create strong,
more sustainable
communities.
Proposals are due
September 30th.
Priorities support local
planning efforts to
improve neighborhoods,
plan for infrastructure,
and minimize impacts
of future floods.

Learn More
Forest Pest
Preparedness
Plan Stipend
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post.
Essex Junction was the first of twenty Vermont communities that will
receive support for tree inventories and management plan
development through a new VT Urban & Community Forestry initiative
funded by a US Forest Service grant. The interns that worked on the
pilot Essex Junction project were part of a summer program called
LANDS that is based at UVM and managed through a partnership
between the Rubenstein School of Natural Resources and the Student
Conservation Association (for more information visit the LANDS
website); next summer we will launch a summer internship program
modeled off of LANDS and dedicated entirely to achieve sustainable
urban and community forestry programs.

Funding is available to
assist communities in
developing a forest
pest preparedness
plan. A preparedness
plan is a document
that outlines a
municipality's goals and
objectives, as well as
actions it will take to
meet the current or
anticipated impact of
forest pests on its
urban and community
forests.

Learn More
FEATURE TREE
European Beech
Fagus sylvatica

Photo: UConn Plant
Database

The full LANDS crew, now equipped with a suite of urban forestry skills!

Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept:

Help out with EAB Biosurveillance in your Community!
One of our survey tools for early
detection of emerald ash borer
(EAB) is a ground‐dwelling wasp
called Cerceris fumipennis.
The native wasp (which, by the
way, is not known to sting
humans) flies into nearby trees to
collect buprestid beetles,
including EAB if it is present, and
brings the beetles back to her nest
to provision her young. The Cerceris biosurveillance program
involves tracking the prey items that these wasps collect.
The Cerceris flight period, which usually runs July‐August, is now in
full swing in Vermont and we need your help finding new nest

European beech, hardy
to zone 4, is a
large specimen tree
that needs room in the
landscape with good
growing conditions:
uncompacted, well‐
drained soils. Branches
are often left to reach
the ground to offer
interesting
architecture. Many
cultivars are available
for alternative foliage
color, weeping or
columnar habit, or
cutleaf character.
Avoid fall planting.
Learn More

FOREST HEALTH
UPDATE: It's a Good
Year to be a Spore
The VT Department of
Forests, Parks, and
Recreation's July 2013
Forest Health Updateis
available online and
highlights insect and
disease bservations.
Learn More (PDF)

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1114251313095&format=html&printFrame=true

3/5

2/2/2015

You Got TREEmail

sites! To be suitable for EAB monitoring, a colony should be within 400
yards of ash trees and should contain at least 25 nests. To learn more
about promising nest sites, how to identify Cerceris fumipennis, and
next steps, click here. Contact trish.hanson@state.vt.us for questions
or to report a potential site.

It's Back....HALL OF HORRORS

Tree Bloopers Contest

Do you have some great examples of how
not to care for trees? Share the best (or the
worst) tree care grotesqueries .you've seen.
and enter the 2nd Annual Hall of Horrors
Tree Blooper contest.This years categories
include: Ugliest, Deadliest, and Against All
Odds. Ribbons and prizes will be awarded
For more information or to submit a tree
blooper click here. Samples will be
displayed at our annual Tree Stewards
Conference on October 26th. See last year's
winners

STAY CONNECTED
Vermont Grove
Become a member and
join the conversation
VTInvasives E‐News
Sign up for the latest
invasive pest news
Community Tree
Groups on Facebook
Branch Out
Burlington! and
Hartford's Trees
Matter are using social
media ‐ 'Like' them

QUICK LINKS
About us
Library
Staff
Urban & Community Forestry Council

TREEmail is brought to you by the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry Program, an
initiative of the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation in partnership
with the University of Vermont Extension. Visit our website,
WWW.VTCOMMUNITYFORESTY.ORG. TREEmail is made possible in part by the USDA
Forest Service, State and Private Forestry.

You received this email because you subscribed to TREEmail, formerly The Town Green. You may unsubscribe or change your
preferences at any time. The Vermont Urban and Community Forestry Program does not share, rent or sell private information to third
parties.
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Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program | 103 South Main Street | 10 South | Waterbury | VT | 05671
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