Arbor Day
Directions: Read these three paragraphs about
Arbor Day and answer the questions below.
Arbor Day was founded in 1872 by J. Sterling Morton as a
day for Nebraska residents to plant, nurture and appreciate
trees and the difference they make in our lives. However, tree
planting festivals are as old as civilization with trees appearing throughout
history and literature as the symbol of life. Today, Arbor Day is celebrated in all
50 states.
George Perkins Marsh (1801-1882) of Woodstock can be credited with an early Arbor Day
movement in Vermont. His publication “Man and Nature” published in 1864 noted the negative
effects of human action on the environment. This prompted both a state and national response in
environmental care including tree planting initiatives in both rural and urban environments. Today,
Vermont celebrates Arbor Day on the first Friday in May.
There are more than 100 species of trees that can be found growing in the state. Each species
needs a combination of sun, soil and water to exist. Therefore, we find different kinds of
trees growing in a wide variety of locations in our Green Mountain State.
Some are associated with wet conditions, others with dry; some are found on our
mountaintops and others in downtowns. The harsher the environment, the fewer
species of trees we find growing there. Each tree species is different, and has
distinguishing features and growing requirements that set it apart from other trees.

Questions:
1.

Where was the very first Arbor Day celebrated? __________________________________________

2.

How many states celebrate Arbor Day? __________________________________________________

3.

When does Arbor Day take place in Vermont? ___________________________________________

4.

About how many different types of trees grow in Vermont? ________________________________

5.

What are three conditions that determine where a tree will grow?
1. ________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________________________________

6.

If you planned an Arbor Day celebration at your school, what would you do to celebrate?

