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Applications for 2026 Community Tree Fund mini-grants were opened on Wednesday, February 25th and will be due by 5:00pm (EST) on Friday, March 27th.
A total of $5,000 in mini-grants (minimum $500, maximum $1,500) are available to support small scale tree planting projects in publicly accessible spaces across the state.  Eligible expenses are trees, tree delivery, mulch, and watering bags (or other irrigation supplies). 


SECTION  1:  Applicant SECTION 1: APPLICANT INFORMATION 


1. LEGAL NAME OF APPLICANT: (Municipality or public educational institution)


2. ADDRESS: (Must match that on most recent W-9)

3. PROJECT CONTACT NAME: 
4. PROJECT CONTACT ROLE: (Municipal or organizational staff position, tree warden, or volunteer role)

5. PROJECT CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS:

6. PROJECT CONTACT PHONE:

7. FINANCIAL CONTACT NAME:

8. FINANCIAL CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS:

9. GRANT AGREEMENT SIGNEE NAME: (This is the individual that would sign your grant agreement if your application is selected to receive an award.  This individual is typically a Town Manager, Town Administrator, Selectboard Chair, principal, a director, or a department head and is ultimately responsible for the execution of the grant agreement.)


10. GRANT AGREEMENT SIGNEE ROLE OR POSITION TITLE:

11. GRANT AGREEMENT SIGNEE EMAIL ADDRESS:

12. GRANT AGREEMENT SINGEE PHONE:

13. UNIQUE ENTITY IDENTIFIER (UEI) NUMBER:
A UEI number is a 12-character unique number assigned to all entities (public and private companies, individuals, institutions, or organizations) who must register to do business with the federal government. The UEI number replaced the D-U-N-S number beginning April 2022. Visit sam.gov/content/duns-uei to learn more.


SECTION 2: TREE PLANTING PROJECT INFORMATION

14. PROJECT TITLE: 
15. PROJECT SUMMARY:
Please share a project summary, including tree planting purpose and partners.


16. HOW DOES THIS TREE PLANTING PROJECT RELATE TO THE GOALS OF THE COMMUNITY TREE FUND?

The goals of the Community Tree Fund are to:
· Support small, specialized tree planting projects in public spaces.
· Solicit projects that celebrate community and align with our mission.
· Advance justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion (JEDI) in urban and community forestry.






17. WHAT IS THE PHYSICAL ADDRESS OR LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED TREE PLANTING PROJECT?





18. NUMBER OF TREES PROPOSED TO BE PLANTED:








19. PLEASE LIST THE TREE SPECIES YOU INTEND TO PLANT, IF KNOWN. IF UNKNOWN, INDICATE THE STEPS YOU’LL TAKE TOWARDS SPECIES SELECTION.




20.  WHO WILL PLANT THE TREE(S)? NOTE THE GRANT FUNDS MAY NOT BE USED TO HIRE A CONTRACTOR TO PLANT THE TREE(S). 




21. WOULD YOU LIKE ASSISTANCE FROM VT UCF AND VELCO STAFF?
· Yes, we’d be interested in assistance with tree species selection and selecting the right location for planting at the site.
· Yes, we’d be interested in assistance with tree planting.
· No, we do not need assistance at this time.
· Other: 






SECTION 3: TREE CARE AFTER PLANTING

22. WATERING NEWLY PLANTED TREES IN THE FIRST TWO GROWING SEASONS IS EXTEMEMLY IMPORTANT.  WHAT IS YOUR PLAN FOR WATERING THE PLANTED TREE(S)?



23. WHO WILL BE IN CHARGE OF LONG-TERM CARE OF THE TREE(S)?









SECTION 4: BUDGET

24. TOTAL FUNDING REQUESTED
Mini-grant minimum $500, maximum $1,500






25. BUDGET DETAIL
Provide details about how you intend to spend grant funds.  Eligible expenses for these mini-grants are trees, delivery of trees, mulch, and watering bags (or other irrigation supplies).






S YOUR APPLICATION




SECTION 5: REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS


For your application package to be complete, the following documents must be sent as separate PDF documents to elise.schadler@vermont.gov in a single email by 5:00pm on Friday, March 27th. 

1. Completed Risk Assessment Questionnaire: Available as a fillable PDF on the grant webpage.

2. Certificate of Insurance (COI): 
· Refer to the Department of Forests, Parks, & Recreation Insurance Guidance for coverage minimums: vtcommunityforestry.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/fpr_grantee_insurance_guidance.pdf
· Please ensure that the COI lists the Vermont Dept. of Forests, Parks & Recreation as Additional Insured.
· Please ensure that the COI is for the year grant awards will be made: 2026. 
 3. Certificate of Good Standing:  Per Section 13 of Act 154 of 2016, grant applicants must provide a Certificate of Good Standing.  “Good standing” means the applicant: (A) is not a named party in any administrative order, consent decree, or judicial order relating to Vermont water quality standards issued by the State or any of its agencies or departments; and (B) is in compliance with all federal and State water quality laws and regulations. Available as a fillable PDF: agriculture.vermont.gov/sites/agriculture/files/documents/GoodStandingCERT.pdf
26. I understand that my application package will not be considered complete until the listed documents are sent via email to elise.schadler@vermont.gov.
· Yes
· No


SECTION 6: ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS


27. I understand and commit to the following additional requirements of this grant program:
· Give permission to VT UCF staff to take and/or publish photographs of project work.
· VT UCF staff may request a site visit and inspection of the trees planted prior to the submission and approval of a final report and invoice.

28. IS THERE ANY OTHER INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE REVIEW COMMITTEE ABOUT THIS PROJECT?
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