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What is Landscape 
Architecture at VTrans?



VTrans Pollinator Seed Trials / I-89 Southbound, Stormwater improvements,  St. Albans (2023)

Testing native & 
pollinator seed



DRY MIX

COMPACT MIX

WETLAND MIX

VTrans Pollinator Seed Trials / Williamstown/Northfield Park & Ride (2023)



Native Plantings / Native & pollinator-friendly trees and shrubs, Williston Park & Ride (2023)

Planting native, 
pollinator-friendly trees 
& shrubs



Riparian Plantings / Riparian slope revegetation with native plants, Hardwick (2022)

Revegetating riparian 
& wetland areas with 
native plants



Riparian Plantings / Riparian slope revegetation with native plants, Hardwick (2023)



Roadside Monarch Habitat / Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) for the Monarch Butterfly, Vermont roadsides (2022)

Conserving Monarch 
Habitat (CCAA)



2023 VTrans 
Monitoring Results 

• Total sites monitored: 
53

• Total sites with 
milkweed: 17 (25%)

• Total stems of 
milkweed: 526

• Total sites with over 
10% nectar plants: 45 
(85%)



Urban tree planting / Middlebury & Waterbury (2022/2023)

Conserving Monarch 
HabitatPlanting trees



Image Reference: https://rockinst.org/blog/all-the-above-the-many-ways-to-use-roadside-right-of-ways/

What is a Right of 
Way (ROW)? The ROW may be 

grass, trees, brush, 
sidewalks, etc.

The size of the 
ROW varies by 

road.



How can I find the ROW?

Vermont Right of Way Spatial Data Hub / https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b419eb6a5e4541cfb4445e7de7a0749f 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b419eb6a5e4541cfb4445e7de7a0749f


What is a Town Road 
vs. a State Road?

Vermont State and Town Highways / https://vtrans.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=3bdf4f760af44779a40331133b3a2a31 

https://vtrans.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=3bdf4f760af44779a40331133b3a2a31


Street Trees in Johnson, VT

How do I apply to plant 
trees in the State 
ROW?



Application 
Process:
(3) Phases

Application & Review Process



What information is 
VTrans generally 
looking for? • Safety

• Sightlines
• Future transportation plans for the area
• Stormwater features, plowing & maintenance considerations, etc.
• Compliance with the VTrans Street Tree Policy
• Location of project
• Location of proposed trees, relative to:

• Right of Way (ROW)
• Edge of the road
• Above and below ground utilities
• Nearby sidewalks, structures, etc.
• Other trees (proposed or existing)

• Tree species, expected height & spread, container size & type, quantity
Application & Review Process



Application & Review Process

1

Application 
Process:



Application & Review Process



Application & Review Process



Application & Review Process



Application & Review Process
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Application & Review Process

Application 
Process:



What is a 
landscaping plan?

Application & Review Process



Application & Review Process
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Application & Review Process

Application 
Process:



Important Links / Resources

• VTrans Landscape Architecture Website: 
• https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/project-delivery-environmental/landscape

• Planting Trees in the State ROW Application:
• https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/portal/documents/other/Planting%20Trees%20in%20the%20State%2

0ROW%20(2024-0517).pdf 

• VTrans Street Tree Policy:
• https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/planning/documents/permittingservices/FeeScheduleAndPermitApp

%200223.pdf 

• Vermont Right of Way Spatial Data Hub:
• https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b419eb6a5e4541cfb4445e7de7a0749f 

• Vermont State and Town Highways:
• https://vtrans.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=3bdf4f760af44779a40331133b3a2a31 

Resources:

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/project-delivery-environmental/landscape
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/portal/documents/other/Planting%20Trees%20in%20the%20State%20ROW%20(2024-0517).pdf
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/portal/documents/other/Planting%20Trees%20in%20the%20State%20ROW%20(2024-0517).pdf
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/planning/documents/permittingservices/FeeScheduleAndPermitApp%200223.pdf
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/planning/documents/permittingservices/FeeScheduleAndPermitApp%200223.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b419eb6a5e4541cfb4445e7de7a0749f
https://vtrans.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=3bdf4f760af44779a40331133b3a2a31
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Restoring Shade Trees to State 
Highway 125

AKA – Judy’s Project
Josh Behounek

josh.Behounek@davey.com

mailto:josh.Behounek@davey.com




Disappearing Shade
2019 Image



Project Goals

Plant 10 trees along Highway 
125

Establish approval process 
with VTRANS













Proposed Tree:
• 1.5” sycamore (platanus 

occidentalis)
• No overhead or underground 

utilities
• Edge of road to sidewalk = 6’
• Width of sidewalk = 4’
• Tree lawn dimensions = 4’x100’+
• Distance of tree to edge of 

roadway = 2’
• Distance of tree to nearby 

structures = 20’



Permit



TIPS
•Start Early
•Communication Strategy
•Flexible Contractor
•Expectations
•Celebrate



Thanks!
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