
Using technology to record data and tell your story.











https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/MuniTrees/




1. Promote Outreach & 
Education

2. Build Quality Data for Research



3. To Teach Yourself Stuff 4. So That You Can Tell Your Story
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 Emerald Ash Borer detected in Ottawa in 2009.

 “As of 2019, Black Ash still had a precarious 
presence here — the saplings were under stress 
from beetle attack — but the plant community 
that could be characterized as a “Black Ash 
Swamp” has ceased to exist as a living entity.”
 “More and more mounds have been lapsing into 

inactivity, so that by 2019, about half of them 
looked “dead” (the ants hadn’t refreshed the 
earth covering of the mounds).”

 https://ofnc.ca/programs/macoun-field-club/study-area/lasius-minutus-ants



Credit: Diane Stevens



 Tell me a story about trees near you.

 Maybe one, two, or three trees. Not a whole forest.

 This story is not fictional. Collect data about the tree. 

 What species is it? 

 How healthy is it? 

 When does it leaf out, flower, or produce seed? Observe it many times throughout the 

year to record its phenology.



 Ask A LOT of other questions about your tree.

 What birds come there? Insects?

 What fungi or lichen grow on the tree?

 How much noise is there under the tree? 10 feet away from the tree? 30 feet? 

 How dark is it at night near that tree?

 How much precipitation fell on this tree this season?

 What temperature is it underneath the tree? And in the sun near the tree?

 What other animals pass by this tree?

 How do people use this tree?
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INATURALIST?

 It’s free.

 It’s easy.



INATURALIST?

 It’s free.

 It’s easy.

 You’ll learn stuff.



INATURALIST?

 It’s free.

 It’s easy.

 You’ll learn stuff.

Others will learn stuff 
from you.



INATURALIST?

 It’s free.

 It’s easy.

 You’ll learn stuff.

Others will learn stuff 
from you.

 You can connect with 
a project that touches 
you. Or you can 
create your own.
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